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CIA-backed
force aided

contras,
sources say

By Robert Healy
and Stephen Kurkjian
Globe Staff

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica - The
CIA hired mercenaries to aid reb-
els fighting to overthrow the Nica-
raguan government in 1984 and
1985, circumventing a congres-
sional ban on such covert aid, ac-
cording to sources here and in the
United States.

In the end, the operation - part
of which was located in the neigh-
boring country of Costa Rica - be-
came such a political liability to
the Costa Rican government that
five of the mercenaries were ar-
rested and jailed. Despite the close
tles that the CIA and the US State
Department maintained with the

vernment of Costa Rica, no ef-
ort was made to free the agency's
surrogate operatives.

- From the beginning, the oper-
ation, In the words of one US intel-
ligence figure, was a ‘‘flasco’’ of
mirrors within mirrors in which
one group of mercenaries was
hired under CIA contract to watch
another group also under con-
tract.

Over the course of almost 18
months, the CIA surrogates were
kicked out of Qaee camps of the
rebels, known as contras, in Hon-
duras and sent back to New Or-
leans. Some were then sent to
Costa Rica, where they were ar-
rested and still face trial. Hondu-

ras is the base for the northern op-

erations by the contras against
Nicaragua. Costa Rica is the base
for the southern operations.

The main surrogate group con-
sisted of approximately 20 merce-
naries recruited by a private Ala-
bama-based group called Civillan
Military Assistance to provide
men and nonmilitary supplies to
contfa operations in both Hondu-
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ras and Costa Rica. While the
group’s leader, Thomas Posey, has
denied that he was sponsored by
the CIA, sources both in Costa
Rica and the-United States said
the CIA oversaw the group’s ac-
tivities.
-, Ultimately, Posey’'s group was
treated with distrust by US intelli-
gence officers, who considered its
embers unreliable and danger-
gus to the success of the antf-San-
inista operatton. In fact, the
{lobe has been told that US intel-
ence was so concerned about
Ihe group that the CIA contracted
with a second, smaller group. to
;:iln the Posey group in order to
§py on its operation.
iz Most of the activity by the mer-
eenary groups came during a peri-
8d - which continues - when the
CIA was prohibited from provid-
ing military assistance to the con-
jras. Congressional opposition fo-
cused on the agency's bungling in
1983 and 1984 of the mining of
several harbors in Nicaragua,
which Costa Rican leaders and a
US Intelligence source, Inter-

viewed by the Globe, now believe
was carried out by contra units
with the technical assistance of
an arms expert carrying a Belgian
passport.

The CIA ban remains in effect
at least until the Reagan White
House determines who will admin-
ister $100 million in US aid for the
contras (including $70 million for
military supplies) that the US
House approved last month and
the Senate is expected to give final
approval to this summer. Admin-
istration solirces have said recent-
ly that most of the money would
be administered by the CIA.

But within the pertod of the
ban, numerous mercenaries re-
cruited by Posey's Civiian Mili-
tary Assistance group traveled to
Honduras and Costa Rica to take
part in training and. in a few in-
stances, military missions with
contra groups.

CIA has no comment on charges

A CIA spokesman had no com-
ment on the allegations.

Several news organizations, in-
cluding the Globe, have published

articles revealing some of the ac-
tivities of the mercenaries, but
there have been no authoritative
sources quoted on whether the
CIA was responsible for their pres-
ence in Central America.
However, last week, an official
of the Costa Rican government
told the Globe that he knew that
the previous administration of
Luis Alberto Monge had informa-
tion that the group was overseen
by the CIA. He said the present
government of President Oscar
Arias had learned sincd taking of-
fice in May that the CIA had been
involved in supporting the merce-
naries' activities in Costa Rica.

The official, who asked that he'
not be identified, said that among
those responsible for overseeing
the operation was -Charles John
Hull, an American citizen who
owns a large farm in northern
Costa Rica, near the Nicaraguan
border.

A source familiar with the US
intelligence community confirmed
Hull's participation, saying that
“he was getting well paid and did
what he was told to do” by the
agency as part of the mercenary
operation. ""Hull was a means to
an end,” the source said. “'They
used Hull as an individual to
channel things in the right way
(so that) it didn’t get the US into
hot water. . .. He was the linchpin
between the operations and the
policy.”

Several of the mercenaries,
who were arrested by Costa Rican
authorities near Hull's farm in
May 1985, have told reporters

that Hull indicated that he was re-
ceiving $10,000 a month from the
US government to help supply the
contras.

Hull denies the charges.

However, the Costa Rican offi-
cial said the previous administra-
tion, while pledging strict neutral-
ity in the Nicaraguan hostilities,
had “looked the other way" and
allowed Hull to use his farm as a
sanctuary and supply depot for
contra and mercenary operations.

Message ‘has been made clear’ -

“We have let Mr. Hull know
that we are keeping a close eye on
him,” the Costa Rican authority
said. "'The message has been
made clear to him.”
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